NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, July 14, 2026
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Benjy Harris, Nyesha Greer, Hiro Kado, Typhanie Myers, Scott Foushee, Lee Scoggins, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Hiro Kado

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Director of Workforce Christel Taylor, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from May, with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report was unavailable and will be presented at the August meeting.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Pattern Energy
· Jon Bradley
· Dewayne Ivy
· Southwest Steel Processing

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· All That I am Studios
· Rent One Event, July 18
· Fitz Museum
· Hall of Fame Banquet, August 6
· AEDCE Conference August 23-25
· New Vision Retreat September 11&12



DIRECTOR OF DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT REPORT

The next event scheduled at Front Street Park is the City-Wide Pep Rally on August 31, followed by KidsFest on September 19. The fountain is now operational, and a timer will be installed to improve efficiency and simplify daily operation.
RENEWPORT GRANTS
None currently.

PARAGOULD LAND BANK

Director Jon Chadwell, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, and the City Inspector will visit the City of Paragould on July 24 to learn about its successful land bank program and streamlined redevelopment process. Paragould's model focuses on identifying neighborhoods targeted for revitalization and returning vacant or underutilized properties to productive use. The visit will provide valuable insight into strategies that could support similar revitalization efforts in Newport.
PROJECT TOP SECRET
Project Top Secret, led by Mark and Jason Skelton, is a proposed manufacturing project currently under development. The company is pursuing incentives through the Arkansas Economic Development Commission (AEDC) and has also requested that the Newport Economic Development Commission consider providing local incentives to support the project's potential investment and job creation. Commissioner Mike Turner made a motion for a forgivable loan for $25,000 for creating six jobs with a second by Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

CALL CENTER UPDATE

The Business Resource Center is nearing completion. Remaining Economic Development Administration (EDA) funds will be used to install a new roof and replace the building's HVAC units. Ritter Arnold will conduct a site visit with the Arkansas Economic Development Commission's Business Development team will conduct a FAM (familiarization) tour and will also tour Newport's other industrial sites. In addition, the Business Resource Center has been listed on LinkedIn, with an open 4% commission offered to any broker or realtor who secures a lease.

ISSUE #3 MEETING

Gabe Holstrom will host two informational meetings at the Tech Depot on Wednesday, July 15, with sessions scheduled for 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. The meetings will provide an overview of Issue No. 3, which will appear in the November ballot, and will include a discussion of Economic Development Districts and their potential impact.

CLINTON SCHOOL PRACTICUM TEAM PROJECT POTENTIAL

The Clinton School is exploring a potential project in partnership with the Tech Depot to evaluate the workforce and community education needs of the region. The project would focus on identifying classes and training programs that would provide the greatest benefit to the area while also developing strategies to ensure the programs are financially sustainable and generate ongoing revenue.

OPPORTUNITY ZONES REAPPLICATION
Only two locations currently qualify for Opportunity Zones, with the most feasible option being the site located near the interstate. The census tract along I-57 provides the strongest opportunity for development, and the regional coalition will collaborate on moving the initiative forward. The Opportunity Zone designation will require a new application process.
INDUSTRIAL SITES VIDEO
A new promotional video highlighting the industrial site was completed on Thursday to showcase the property and its potential for future economic development opportunities.
RAILROAD ISSUE

Conflicts have arisen between Newport Rail Loading Facility and Southwest Steel Processing regarding the use of the rail spur that is owned by Jackson County and controlled by the Newport Economic Development Commission.  We are working to obtain a usage agreement between the two companies.

NEWPORT SPEEDWAY LEASE/PURCHASE REQUEST

 Daniel Hodge with Newport Raceway is in the process of obtaining a tax identification number to support the organization’s operations and future activities.

INDUSTRIAL GREENHOUSE PROJECT

The Jackson County Industrial Bond Board is currently evaluating a proposal by a potential cryptocurrency-related prospect. The proposal is under review as part of the ongoing evaluation process.
NEW WEBSITE 2026
The Jackson County Industrial Bond Board is currently evaluating a proposal submitted by a potential cryptocurrency-related prospect. The proposal is under review as part of the ongoing evaluation process.
CITY OF NEWPORT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Miller Newell is assisting the City of Newport in identifying a consultant to help develop the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The plan will address key areas such as agricultural land located within city limits, potential spot zoning issues, and appropriate lot sizes for future housing development.
75 STRONG PROGRAM UPDATE
The next 75 Strong class will be held in Conway on September 2. Jon, Julie, and Christel are scheduled to complete testing in October.
TECH DEPOT UPDATE
In June, the Tech Depot hosted the City of Newport Insurance Training, Homeless Coalition, Departee Creek Leadership, Planning Commission, and Bad Boy Mowers. In July, the facility welcomed the Levee Board and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for a joint meeting, as well as Unity Health for a Community Engagement Meeting. These events demonstrate the Tech Depot’s continued role as a hub for collaboration, training, and community engagement in Newport.
NEW SUBDIVISION UPDATE
The new subdivision will be developed by Mark Morris Construction, with construction expected to begin in November.
PROSPECT SMOCO UPDATE
Waffle House is currently being built in Jonesboro. Next the location in Batesville will be built and then Newport’s location will be constructed.
PROJECT FUEL UP UPDATE

Casey’s is looking to be completed next month. Employment applications have been posted online.

PROJECT TERMINATOR

Project Terminator is moving forward.  Director Chadwell has signed a Non-Disclosure Agreement. It is for a data center.

RUSSELL HARRIS AWARD

Russell Harris is receiving the Maria Haley award in August at the AEDC Conference for his work for the state, Entergy and the time he worked in Newport. If anyone would like to attend the luncheon just let Jon Chadwell know. 

AEDC CONFERENCE IN JONESBORO

The AEDC Conference will be August 23-25 located in Jonesboro.

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott 
Foushee, meeting adjourned.

