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AGENDA
September 8, 2026
7 am
Tech Depot, 209 Hazel Street, Newport, AR 72112

I. Open Meeting (Dean Sides)

II. Approval of Minutes Last Meeting (Dean Sides) – Vote Required

III. Approval of Financial Report (Jon Chadwell) – Vote Required
a. Obligations – Next Month
b. Sales Tax Collections – Information

IV. Executive Director’s Report (Jon Chadwell) – Information

V. Director of Chamber Affairs Report (Julie Allen) – Information

VI. Director of Downtown Development Report (Christel Taylor) - Information

VII. ReNewport Grants (Jon Chadwell) – None to Date

VIII. The Natural State Housing Summit – Information
a. October 1 – 8 am to 4 pm – Need Someone to Attend

IX. Condemnation Process (Jon Chadwell) - Information

X. Land Bank (Jon Chadwell) – Information

XI. Southwest Steel Processing (Jon Chadwell) – Information

XII. Call Center Update (Jon Chadwell) – Information
a. Open House Wednesday, September 9 – 10 am to 4 pm

XIII. Arkansas Site Development Grant Program – Information

XIV. Issue #3 - Information

XV. Clinton School Practicum Team Project – Information
a. First Visit Tuesday, September 15 – 11 am to 2:45 pm

XVI. Opportunity Zones Reapplication – Information

XVII. New Website 2026 (Jon Chadwell) – Information

XVIII. City of Newport Comprehensive Plan (Jon Chadwell) – Discussion/Information

XIX. Industrial Sites Project (Jon Chadwell) – Information 

XX. 75Strong Program Update (Julie Allen) – Information

XXI. Tech Depot Update (Christel Taylor)– Information

XXII. New Subdivision Update (Jon Chadwell) – Information

XXIII. Project Rice Straw Update (Jon Chadwell) – Information 

XXIV. Prospect SmoCo Update (Jon Chadwell) – Information
a. Start Construction in November, Open in March

XXV. Project Fuel Up Update (Jon Chadwell) – Information
a. Open September

XXVI. Project Terminator Update (Jon Chadwell) – Information
a. Moving Forward/Non-Disclosure Agreement in Place

XXVII. Project Frozen – Information

XXVIII. Prospect Separate – Information

XXIX. Prospect Terminator II – Information

XXX. Prospect Plants - Information

XXXI. Solar Plans in Jackson County - Information
a. Brookfield – Apple Blossom, White Tail
b. Pattern Energy 
c. Other Leases

XXXII. Adjourn
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